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: 18 YEARS 


Mr.X was born of poor parents in abies Italy. “etna 
_ being his father's brother,came to America and finally landed 
in one of the mining towns in Montana. His uncle saved his money 
and sent the fare back to Naples to bring Mr.X's father and nie 
family to Montana,where his uncle got Mr.X's father a job in the 
mines. Mr.X,with his brother and sister,were raised in America, 
pone small children when they came from Italy. 
At thie age of shank thirteen MrX's father had to take a a 
_ back to Italy and took Mr.X along with him. Mr.X and his father 
“remained in Italy about six months-and tien returned to Montana. 
At about sixteen years of age WMr.X got a job in the mines. 


The hard work in the damp mines did not appeal to Mr.X and he 


we 


was not contented at home since his return from his trip,with his 
‘father, toottaly. On this trip back to Italy Mr.X saw enough of 
the world to make him want to see some more of it,but his father 
did not want him to go away from home ag heknew Mr.X was inclined 
to be a little bit wild and he was afraid that a boy like him if 
he went wondering around the country might get into trouble and 
probably land in jail if he should get into the wrong company. 


But Mr.X was determined that he was going to see some of the coun- 


Prfeeye P e ) e  e ee . 
ard ye it ray ge : rere ce 2h, 
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try,so in the spring of 1934 Mr.x ran away from home and hitch- 
hiked and rode freight trains into Washington , where he got oda 
jobs here and there around farms and. worked in the fruit So0ing 


fron place 1 to Nae ds and cous drifted into ie lumber camps 


“to eat. Mr. X ee not go ‘through the ans business parts of the 


¥ ® 


toms as he was afraid he would be more léable to be picked up 


by officers POL, vagrancy. Mr.X had his best break of good luck 


ae on the road melas some young fellow picked him up and gave him 


a 


a ride in his machine as he was eeayi ng Rureka; California,and 


é “rode hin all the way to Santa Rosa,California. From Santa Rosa 


Mr. x atanot have Ae good luck in getting rides in machines: 
When Mr.xX did get a ride ih would only be for a short distance. 
Mr.X was anxious to get to San Francisco,but it seemed that the 
closer he got to san Francisco the slower traveling time he wou- 


1d make. Mr.X finally arrived in Sausalito and as he had a lit- 


tle money hid away he was able to buy a ticket to carry him across 


the bay on the ferryboat,to San Francisco. Mr.X is not going to 
hang around San Francisco,as the hobos along the line told him 
that the officers were picking up all the fellows they see hang- 


ing around San Francisco,so Mr.X is getting out of town Tape 


away headed for the Imperial Valley. 
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—~ ~ Serial No, 19194, | Italian from 
G.L.Willett, | ; y de 1Y o Naples. 


CULTURED ITALIAN BOY COMES TO AMERICA 
TO MAKES HIS WAY, 

An Italian boy of twenty yeurs, Splendidly educated 
for his years, left his home and family in Italy some thirty years 
ago adventuring in the country of America, 

"My home was in Naples, the most beautiful city 
in the world,” Said Mr,deMattei. "The city lies mostly on the 
North side of the Yay of Naples, at the foot of Mt, "esuvius, This 
city is a little over I00 miles from Rome, where we often wert, 

“We have a nive even temperature, snow occasionally 
in winter stays on the ground a little while, 

"Naples is beaut Re situated on the curving 
shores of tes large and picturesque bay, partxy on the shores and 
partly up into the hillsides, There are mmerous villas near, 
making the city as a whole an ideal city in which to live, It is 
very beautiful," 

"The business section was largely recont racted 
since 1884, There is so much to see, to imterest on in the city, 

"Their zoological gardens are the most perfectly 
organized in the world, They streets are clean, regular , and well 
paved with blocks of lava, but the older parts of the city still 
have narrow crooked streets, Some of these older parts have very 
recently been completely recontrructed by the Government, resulting 
in a great gain in miblic health, morals and physical comfort as 
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Page two Willett, 


"Naples authorities spent vast sums on their new 
System of sewerage,” 

"Some of the newer and improved buildings are five 
and six stories with roofs for gardens and recreational purposes, 

"The schools for higher learning offer opportunities 
for every cultural advantage in every profession, ‘The city has 
extensive mamfacturing in all textiles, perfumes, Musetx musical 
instruments , gloves and shipping is important, - it is the second 
seaport in importance in Italy, “eneva of course ranking first, 

“From Naples there are boats directly sailing to 
Australiayl, Africa, America, 

"I was always en interested in the port activities 
and in the big ships sailing for faraway ports, 8o when I had 
finished my education and could Speak several languages I too 
sailed away to nes the world, 

"My people were well to do, but Naples is a very 
very old city and not so many openings for young men who desire 
to make their way independently, 

"So I came away, I traveled a litle here and there 
over the world, working often for a time, often as a reporter eto, 
¥inally I find myself in San Francisco, and after a time in publish— 
ing, newspaper work which I like, 

"I have been back to Naples to visit, which I enj oy 
very mich, There is no city in the world like Naples. If I were 
rich enough to be independent I waild like to go back to live, but 


not to work and earn my living,® 
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When this show was over as far as I was conserned I’had a new 
profession, not one that gave large rewards it is true, but at 
least(am interesting one. So I tramped round’to the various show ‘ 
piece ants much success. Finally, I managed to get 
a job gat the voli Theatré taking tickets on the door, selling 
candy Boe fy TOPS: however, did not last long. A few months saw 
the st. of * . 

Once more I was on my uppers as it were, and this lasted for some tim 
time. Once I found it necessary to go to the soup line, but I 
was unable to stomach the food, of so called food. One day things 
were so bad that a friend of mine, who was struggling along as a 


sculptoesx, and I got together to decide where we could eat. We 
finally decided to go over to North Beach where my friend knew quite | 
a lot of peovle. We were lucky enough to run into a party given 


to an Italian singer who was returning to Italy. Unfortunateésy 
they served wine before the meal, and two glasses was enough to 


One day I was passing a show house that was just opening tp, and 
going inside I recognised my former employer of the Tivoli. So 
I was back at work once more. The theatre was very small holding 
only about a counle of hundred people. My job vas to stand out- 
side and ballyhoo. Three days after the onening the police came 
along and closed up the show, I don't know why, 4s there was nothing 
objectiénal to it as far as I lmow. of course, I never saw it 
However, I was naturally very much annoyed at losing another job 
in so short a time, and I did not enjoy the prospect of looking 
for another. 

Looking back at these’times I wonder how I managed to exist. 
Eating only occasionally, and then only spafingly. Moving from 
one place to another when the bent came due, and always on the 
look out for a job. I remember one day I heard about a job in 
Oakland and having fifteen cents in my possession I took the five 
cent ferry across. When I arrived there I got the job but I was 
not to revort till the next day. Not knowing the town very well 
I did not know where to stay, so the night being warm I tore 
branches off the bushes in ene of the parks and’went to sleep. 
Naturally I did not sleep very well. However, in the morming I . 
felt fine. Some how or other I managed to live although I lostl)/. 
around forty »vounds and my health had got very poor. Humary beings 
although liable to all sorts of diseases and_sicknesss that/are 
unknown to the other inhabitants of this earth is extrao 
tenacious. é 
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iis of middle are had found his way. 


: Le pee 
- ‘This man Was born at Genee and his ancesters had been zoat 1 


‘farmers,what age he was when he came +o this country I cannet 


eter : shovld ‘judge in nis thirties.He had heard tell of the 
mela whieh could be fovnd there, eae ta what broveht him there. i 


ty 


Z | Fron what he has teday,I should say he had found a good share 
| & as Ky 


i He Cae an Irishwoman whe fellowed the camps,as manv of those 


these paspied ef the roman cathelic religion, I 

ay : ; ; : i 

understand a good many of Gaede: marraiges are fixed in one way | 

_  r anether by thecy@ church. 
ad a : 


Net many vears later they had quite a larce family “as these 


iis eople generally de,and in fact this is all advised and almest 


ee iy see 


5 ; . ‘ f 2 
compulsory by this same church,they ds not allow the teaching of 


— 


ax birth-cetrole, and we find that in times such as this,it is. the 


_ tax paver whe has +o svppert these large families ythe catheoile 


church does not do it, % «ule brim mm Spree po foo Pua Ice delim Firms ty 
Gy, Dee. JO by EP Page lca A ne bettas by Me Ll, S feo wondnr we Kare ae ) 
van One ili eof this family I knew, he ae mr when he was about ff tag | 


_ tenjears old there were fifty saleons in this small place,and trang en 


TT ean quite believe it, but there was no high seheol,he did net ~ ~~“**- 


” tell me whether there was a grade school anywhere near or not. 
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wee) 


tiie This I find is the stock most of the first families in this i 


come from tedaz, these sort of people were the ones who aa 
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4 oe ee here when the petting was geod,they rot 
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th Selb five years te perfect a breed and the life of a bird is 
only one year,unless it is a very exceptional bird in whatever 


point you are breeding for. 
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It just goes to show yhow these people revirt to type,the 4 

son of this man is now twenty -feur or five,he in turn was sent 
4 


to law school, he is a great big husky boy ,over six feet and 
built like a ante »With plenty ef strength for the heavy work 


his ancesters had been used to. He has found gchool an awfull ; ay 


task,when I last saw him in the summer,he confided in me that le i 


he had a rich old man and didnt have iyi work,that they paid him | 
te go to sckool,he said he was much more interested in sperts . 


than anyvhing else, when I asked him what he was most interested in aii 
I have alse susvected that the vnart about the rich old man 

we was another hook for me, but I just dent, swallow those things 

ian? thev dont mean anvthing te me,J teld him it was pretty bad for 

i @ young man who had not started out in life yet, te feel the way 

: he did,he said,-what do you mean,-why T said you nn no incent | 

" sive to work, no "ambitien, and that is the first thine one needs, 

. he was the one that confided in me that his ances Ainge came from 

the goat hills of Genoe,were just eld farmers. 


- - I was in his fathers effice & few days later,and I said 

4  whese idea was it that the boy should be a lawyer,yours or his, 

1% he looked at me,bvt did not reply,so I went ahead , -~I said he 5 
Hb, seems more in barmeted in phvsical excercise than aaet bine else ice 


i and sports, —he should be a gym, director or physical education. 

: This Italian is very quick, irratic and extremly hifh strum 

ae and nervous,he also has a very ,very bad temper,it is uncotrol- 

an able, I know tne first thing ~ ever knew abeut him was his fright 
ful’ teniper, - 

9 It was in his office ,r had never seen the man,and I exped 
-~ted to see a great big black haired Italian with a ‘austash, whan 
he finnally appeared ,he was tall thin,and fair. 

Li The stenographer. had not been ahle to keep some man waiting 
any longer te see this man,we had both waiteds some time and ta 
the man left,when the Italian spoke through the phone to this. 
girl and told her to tell this man to step in to his office na 
new,and when she replied the man would wait ne longer,he flev wh "ie 
int - the most terrible rage J ever heard,-I looked at the girl 5 
and said-Is that the man T am waiting to see? She looked very ; 
mveh ashamed and said ves,-1 said what is this mame Piscarnia? 7 
Is he an Italian? she sort of squermed,!I dont know whether he 
_ eovid hear er not, 1 never thought of that at the time,she sai 
i said he was _Htalian,-1 theurht for a minute,and then I decided 
, SSary for me to see that kind nos & man, $0 I said 
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smell ef those flowers,vov cant call it a perfume,its worse, eva; 


than that.He made no apneal,in any wav shape or form,but I got 
that which I went for, and it has net cost him anvthine. 


T went down of my own -accerd and staved in his office 
for him last summer at the time of the strike,as his stenogrpher 
could not egt ever from acress the bav,he got sarcastic abovt 
something one day,so I just walked out,and his sen was there, 
he asked me if I were going y~I said why yes,-there is nothing 
to keep me here,if he cant appreciate what I am deine for him. 


Then his son cave me @ little more of the history ,he said- 
O” nobody could live with him,he has an awfull temper,! said I 


know all about that, you dont need to tell ue that, but he said, & 
0’ you dont know, yeu ought to hear him when he vets mad?I did m 
not consider it worthwhile to ge into detials of when I had hew 
heard him etc. just said nr T know,he said,no yov dont,-why that 


Oy 


was what killed his mother and his brother, they got in such a 
rage. This was information, had been thinking for many reasons 
he was not normal,-he has never acted in one of those tantrums 
for me and he had better not. 


Speaking of revertine to type,the last time I say the bov 
he was hanging around a cérage which his father has Somethin g 
to de with,prébably another piece of preperty, which He kooks 
after for somebody. 

I said well,and what are you doing? are you not going te 
school,l thought this was your last vear? He simply said,I am 
working in my fathers garage,learnihe the business,1 did not 
quite know if it were the remark 1 made in’ the summer, about th: 
instruter ef physical education, or-~If it were not just another 
of the original stock ,-the goat hills of cenoe. Persoally I 
think they would be better than a smelly CALALE o 


However when it comes to law in this country,where they are 
supposed to fellow FEnelish precedure,one does not have to be 
ef a legal term of mind,-it is only a matter of bull-dezing 
intimidatine, fichtine,and if vou cant find a wav around’ it in 
ene chapter,then. jut refer to some other volume, vou will always 
find a section,where there is a clause ,50 that you can get ara 
around it,if vev are smart enovgh.Se I think it was not worth 
the price the father paid and wracked his vervous svstem SO, 

I dent believe I ever saw a persen before who simply could not 
relax,ever at any time,he is always tense. THe bov is wise and 
the people in the seat hills of genoe were more than likely mum 
happier and more care free, fas grandfather is a man ninty-one 
now ,lives in Oakland,has a evry nice comfortable heme and a 
Japanese lokking after him,]t dont think he will go back to Ttahy. 


ea Ve 
* 4) a of 9 


is ae fs * one “ 


a © 
ae 


@n attractien,he has tried other ways and they did not work and 


a law sehool and some time during his course he married, and had 
-@ son shortly after. | 


us cleanliness and tly care much less,they have utter disrerard fe 


o A. 4 7" ru Ay \y y ) i : : + } Ms 
ne boy had to came down here toe San Francisco, to 


ich school and lived with @ French family,then he started te 


He lived with this woman until the child was about ten yess 
old,she seems to be of Scotch-Irish descent and a Protestant. 
She got a divorce from him and is now married to a man with a 
Seetch name, thev seem to be well suited to each other apparently — 


The Italian whom she divorced ,»made the grade ,sot threugh 
the law scheol,I eften wonder if it was not with her help,he 


firgt practiced with another lawyer,then get his own office,and 
has had one ever since. 


His business seems te be mostly real estate,and? at times 
he has driven me arovnd the town pointing ovt large pieces of 
property which ought to bring a good sum,if thines ever pick up 
again. Of course he has always teld me that he owns the property 


when he shows it toe mé,as he has always tried to make himsel f 


this did not either. It always cressed my thought of the story 
in &@ book cakled the Bible"&t says--and the devil took Him up 
unto an high mevntain,and showed Him all the Kingdoms of the 
World”, interpretation, -—" evil ,got Truth when it was in a hich 
State of Censcieusness and showed it all the things which mortal 


man or mind thinks it desires 6r needs or wants. Such thoughts 
as these are spiritual svidance to keep us from falling for 


things which are no gocd. 
The preperty is all run dewn that I nave seen and an eve- 
Sight to the people ef the town,ene can go to the assessors of fe 


office and find out that many such places are being held for a 
price by such stack as this,which originally eame from either 
the East side of New York or from the gutters ef Europe with a 
pick and Axe on their shoulders,thev know nothige of heavty nor | 
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Sicilian. 


| Surrounded by the clear, blue waters of the Mediterranean, 
Sicily, bespeaks all that is colorful and fanciful,- an island 


; gem jo basin compare » 


Tony, as typical a Sicilian as I have ever seen, was born 


in Palermo, a world famous tourist city and particularly for the 2 
quaintness of its buildings and more especially its beautiful nat- 
urel surroundings. Forsaking the peaceful quiet of his native town, . 


it was in nineteen-hundred and fifteen that he arrived in San Fran- 


cisco, when the worlds fair was at its height. As is generally the 
case with most immigrants, it was pecause of friends here, that Tony 
ventured forth to America, to try his luck as well. 

A character of fisherman's wharf, in his bizarre attire, our 
friend is a general handy man and indulges in sardine fishing to some 
extent. Married and the Sabnee of two boys, our happy Sicilian,very 

brokenly Oe me ae likes San Francisco, and with the exception of 
*. glx months spent re Milwaukee, Wisconsin, fully expects to live here 


allways; -so far he has not been naturalized. 
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ee IEALIAW 
a was ¢ born in Oakland, California, in 1898. 
His mother was Swiss end his fsther Italian, both born 
inkurope. idward attended the public sehools of Jakland 
and craduated fron high school. His father owned a sash 
and door factory and promparade” fat’ t6s9" Bia beskncnate 
an occupstion for & a0 ineteed of entering the busi- 
ness he went to Saeramento when he was in his early twen- 
ties and through friends obts ined a position as a teller 
and bookkeeper in a Sacramento Sank. The pay wae small 
but there was considerable prestise in working for a 
bank and he could wear a nice white collar every day. 
So b was sutisfied and dreamed of the day when he 
would be cashier, buy second mortgages from people who 
were up ageinst it and like the Y MC A people said, be 
a force for good in the community. %o he Joined the 
Native “ons of the Golden West and paraded with the drun 
corps on all of the holidays. Step by step he went 
through all of the chairs of the lodge until he became 
president of the Sacramento Parlor. But he made little 
progress in the bank and hie pay envelope remained small. 
He married and soon there was a child to support in ad- 
dition to the necessary expenses attendent with his of- 
fice in the “ative Sons. 


396 


trata to afoodse sttdng ef9 bebusede Daweh sscommaat $ 
daiw 9 Sogo vette’ etl fore dtd moet fevayoats he” 
Biro. wo# wow abd def Soreyaong bee rogoeh BOON ae 
ntact of yatolas Yo beodent os Fmt mises a 
~sead Yio aid a) saw of made Ofsrmmsce of drew of apod 
anifed 2 ae noldtecg & beatetéo ehuats’ dgnondd ban 20ft 
iia @ew oy oft wine edaoemmet a nt seqecitoot baa 
a 2 guixtww mt aitieoty oldetebienos eax ered tad” 
ab yreve caller od Bekee ects # taew Biwos od Baus fiend 

ot cad eb ect to Semnonh hes baltaasinn aie ASG | 
ods eiqoec nox? sonegtton baosee yes aetdaue ef Biwow © 
8 Abi Sonny 5 ae oe ee 

at? Ronto§ od 0% YWhammoso edd ab beog wt save? a 

sor sib-nhdc. ees tne Kae 
gocw of qote yt qede .ayebliod ead Ye Llane aque 
eftail hem od ape | «sa tile. sieeaniashiin iit shemiahalaaad 
eLiene Socimeon eqoLowis yay. okt haw aimed onta at EERE: 
wis Sipmplilenanins. seme 

An ot ok tentnetty: ae Sane ey eee | 


So R____ was in a bad spot since the gap between his in- 
come and his expenses becane dider every succeeding 
month. The dunning letters from creditors worried him 
and his wife left him suing him for divoree and obtain- 
ing alimony from a kind hearted judge. 

Following the custom of underpaid bank clerks E__ 
began borrowing money from the bank without going through 
the necessary red tape set by due process of law. His 
defalications had reached about five hundred dollars when . 
the eagle eye of the benk inspector discovered the des< 
¢repancies and put the forces which uphold society im- 


ee 


mediately in motion, E__ was arrested end thrown in 
jail. How he founda his recent prestige and upper hand 
availed him little. He was found guilty, denied pro- 
bation and sentenced to San Quentin from one to fourteen 
years. And justice emirked another triumphant amile. 
Hig only mistake lay in not being president of the bank. 
In San Quentin he wokked for a time in the jute mill. 
Since he had put a stigma on the unsullied name of N_ 
his family became distant and his friends drifted away. 
Later he was transferred to a read gang in Humboldt county 
as the influx of offenders filled San Quentin to over- 
flowing. In three years he was released on parole. 
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instead of soing back to Sacramento E_ came to 
San Francisco and obtained a job through friends. He 
attended St. Ignatius night law school and studicd lew, 
graduating be passed the bar examination after afew years 
and managed to cover up his past very efficiently since 
his prison record would prevent him entering law practice. 
Ee took the civil service examinations and obtained a job 
as secretary to Federal Commissioner H_. ‘The profes- | 
sion of law was overcrowded so this was a good berth. } 
And here for a time things seemed te go along fine. He | 
married again and then his second wife subsequently pre- | 
sented him with a child, All Federal Offenders when they | 
are indicted by the Grand Jury must appear Before the | 
Pederal Comiissioner. Here they were arranged which is 
* process of assigning them to some particular court for 
trial. Since E_ was the Commissioners private secre- 
tery he was very well paid, hed a nice home and played 
goif in his spare Gime. The sun was shining on him now, 
and through rose colored glasses. 

However, fate hed other things in store. It hape. 
pened that this job too was one which the lews decreed 
must not te held by an ex-prisoner, so in the course of 
time the foliowing things took place. 
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' One day a Deputy United States Marshall browcht in. 
a nercotic addict for errengenent. In San Quentin B_ 
had made @ wide acquaintenceship ani this fellow recog 
nized him end stending before the rail greeted him with, 
"Hello Ed". ‘The deputy United States Merehall was a 
conscientious operstive with one eye on duty and the 
other on a chance for promotion. 50 when his prisoner 
was aprainged and he wae escorting him dewn the 6le~ 
vator of the Federal Building and back to the county 
jail, he asked, “Where the hell did you mow E__ "i _ So 
the deputy United States Marshall reported Et» ©6the 
records were examined and E_ found himself out in the 
street jobless, hig name screaming across the headlines 
of the papers and the Sar association disbarred hin. 


Since he had told his second wife not a thing of his past, 


she immediately sued him for divorce, on account of the 

political alignment in Federal offices the newspapers 

Played the whole matter up as front page news for weeke. 
g was jobless for some time. but he had a few 


frisnds, ami under en assuned name he finally obtsined 


work on steff of the daily newspaper as « proof reader. 
Yor about a year he worked here and things were going 
along very g0Gdy when he met a friend on the street one 
Gay and mentioned where he was working » , 
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She Setedet ie, Cab white tint teldil bine: awe Rave 
was working, and since she was still incensed et him 
for bis second wife and marriage and the slimoney gran- 
ted her years before was unpaid, she attached his salary. 
fn attachment of salary on the E_ means immediate dis- 
missal. So once more E_ found himself out on the street 
without @ job. | 
it was in 1950, the first year of the depression. As 
yet there were no relief agencies, so if you were hungry 
you either borrowed, stole or starved. imekily E__ had 
@ friend in the restaurant business whe advanced him meal 
tickets for several months and he borrowed to pay his 
rent. But there ie always an end to borrowing and the 
| time came when he had exhausted the lisit. He could not 
. obtain a job now, the unemployed lines were growling lar- 
ger and lerger. As soon as his rent was falling in are 
rears with an impatient landlady nagging at him for pay- 
ment. In the next room, =. bad made a friend who had 
been feeding him fer several months and lending him money, 
eee broke into the room stole his friends clothes his 
friends clothes sold them end Gisseppeared. For awhile 
no word of him was heard. 
| Prohibition was etill in force in the countrys and 
E_____ impersonated a Prohibition Officer and began hold- 
ing up speakeasies, and promising imauni ty of prosecution 
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for a shakedown fee, However, this venture did not last 
very long before he was caught, and the forees which 
uphold seelety sentenced him to two years in MeNeile 
island Penitentiary. Undoubtedly K_. 18 possesses of 
what ia known ae a strange phenomenon known ag the erdmi« 
hal mind, but I am inclined to wonder » 
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ITALIAN 
A comes from a peasant family in Albrusza where 
most of his family were agricultural laborers, His family 
lived in a village in winter, and when summer came the 
family moved into Campagna to work in the fields. A amet 8 
worked with his father and brothers every year in the 
fields from the time he was a very young lad till the age 
of twenty, Ata fenily hai for generations been 
peasants on the land, none of his family were educated 
nor did the family think education was necessary for 
Peasants like themselves. After A ___. had received what 
was equivalent to a fifth grade education, that was 
considered by his family more than sufficient. There 
schooling for A __ ended. After all most of the 
neighboring peasants had no schooling whatsoever, At 
jeast eighty-five per cent of then were illiterate, A's 
family, therefore, thought that it md made more than 
& liberal concession to Ats. —_.. 4¢sire for learning, 
A was then expected to, devote all of his time to 
working in the fields like his brothers, who had none 
of the schooling that A ct ely | 
Fora few years A ii worked in the fields with his 
family, but always after the long hours of toil ( the 
talian peasant worked from sun up till sun down) 4 yes 
would read. He read all the literature he could manage to 
get in his little village, which was not very mich, A 
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always longed to further his education. He did not want 


to live the life of an Italian peasant which to him was 
an obscure, monotcmous, vegetating existence. He desired 
to see the world and to become an educated man, He wuld 
not tolerate living his whole life among ignorant peasants. 
A wanted to go to the big cities where he could study-- 
to Rome, Florence, uiien, But he knew that his family wuld 
not hear of such ideas. So he abided his time. An opportunity 
would come some day, and he wuld leave the village and 
the fields, 7 

During the first years of the century meny of A's 
countrymen came to America and found conditions much 
better than in their native land, A __... COU] not become 
@ student in an Italian University because it would be 
too expensive; and even if he did have the money he did 


not have the academic requirements, His only salvation was 


America, A was now twenty years of age, and high time, 


he thought, to begin a new lifes So A __» against the 
protests and regrets of his family set cut for the United 
States where he hoped he would find the advantages and 
opportunities which were denied him in his native land, 

A ___, landed in New York with little money, but with 
great hopes. He immediately went to "Idttle Italy" where 
there was a thriving Italian colony, which centered around 
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Mulberry Street. Here he felt almost at home, although 


there were a hundred times more Italians around Mulberry 


Street than there were in his native village in Albruzza. 
The Italians of ifulberry Streetwelcomed him and saw to it 
that he was not lonesome, A _. rimediately enrolled in a 
night school, for he did not know English. To support 
himself he found work with fellow Itelians in various 
shops as an unskilled laborer, A ~~... “Mtinved to read 
now more than ever before, He learned English rapidly, 
and his new experiences did a great deal for Him. He 
would not think of ever returning to Italy to live. 
After A _.. Sd mastered English and saved up a 
little money he wished to further his education and become 
a professional man, Of all the. professions he liked 
medicine. Not only was he keenly interested in biology 
and physiology, but he thought that through medicine he 
could best contribute to the welfare of the comunity 
in which he lived. As enrolled in a medical school. 
in Massachusetts, After the completion of his course he 
decided to come out west, Some of the friends he nad made 
in New York had come to California and were doing quite 
well, They were u-~ging nim to come, So he came to San 
Francisco and began to practive as a resident physician 
in one of the city's hospitals, He was a good physician 
and was well liked by his colleagues. He then ‘Ceizpan to 
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do private practicing, He developed a large Italian Clientel 
after two or three years, 

Near San Francisco there sprung up a small factory 
towm in which were many Italian workers, Some of his patients 
moved there, Most of the Italians in this toyn were from 
San Francisco and inmew Dr A __., WO was still a young mn 
and had recent ly begun ole private practice. Dr A wih 
thought therefore that it wuid be wrth while to go to 

his new town and build up his practice, This would be a 
good opportunity since he was aiready somewhat Imown 
among the people of the town, Besides there was just one 
other doctor in the town, As time went by the town grew, 
and Dr. A, being a capable physician built up a large 
and successful practice, . 

Dr As practiced in that little town for twenty-five 
or thirty years. He was successful finanelally and as a 
capable physician, His success was due in no little part 
to the keen interest he took in the welfare of his commnity. 
He was a physician with a Immen touch, and his personality 
won for him the hearts of the comunity in which he practiced, 

Dr A is an old man now, He is retired from active 
practice, He lives in San Francisco where he oc Gasionally 


Sives hin services to charity cases, 
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“ ‘Baples, the @8¥ of poxenee and color, wis Tony's 
birthplace. He was the youncest of a femily of six, 
‘four girls end two toys, the father dying before he 

wes bern, the poor but eturd> nother was thue left 


to carry on, and she did it nobly, the children helping 
ae they grew older, atteining their educetion ag 
Beet they could. at, 

| ‘Songts friends, any whom hed migrated to America, 
would erite glowing letters about life here, so much 
80, thet he decided to try his luck in the new world 
as well, | 

Thus it was, that he landed in liew York City in 

the epring of nineteen hundred ond seven. iLvervyone 
was good to him and aided his to obtain work, thereby — 
he seved and could s4d his family in the old country. 


Life wes entirely new here and he relates many amising “| 
and interesting experiences, during hie seven years” 
residence in the big citr. 
in the spring of nineteen fourteen, Tony esught 
the "teatware Ho" fever, so he migrated to Sen Francisco 
where he hes since remained, E 
The inevitable slwors happening, he es caught 
in the second Graft during the world war and gent to 
camp Kearney, where he event his aruy esrrer, 
| Our citizen to be 1ikes 4t here, hes recently 
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obtained his first pupers and what is morg = wife. liow, 


there is a iittle Tony and a Marriciuch as well in the 
family. He has many friends, who Slways help him and 
is stesdil» employed as s fsnitor in a downtown bulld- 
ing. 

Tony's brother is here nov, neither would go hack 
to Italy, especially as his mother died ten yeors BGO, 


his four sisters . ere dead siso, 
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ITALIAN | 


rh. lire V VaFe wes bern in : an Itaiy, in 1907. 
V.! S early childhood was lived within the environment 
of hie merchant father's estate. It was colorless and 
forbidding. There was always the morbid Catholic dogma, 
the distant and mocking formality of his mother and 


FEE i a Py 


father and, (of course, many servants and tutors. V. was 
a tratl scl sickly boy and so most of the time was not 
physically able to even enjoy the restricted fun invented 
‘by his sisters and brothers. During V.'s. seventh year, 


at the beginning of the World Ware his father, induced 
by American business interests and prompted by a keen 
desire to take himself end his father out of the cirele 
of war, one Gay announced to the F. family that they 
were 411 lesving for America. 


eS ee ae 


Life in America for Ve. was nearly as dull as his 
former life within hig father's mansion in Florence. 


Because of his iliness ke was not allowed, as his brothers 


‘ and sisters were, to sttend a private Catholic school. 

DB had te be content with learning English and the 
pretensions of democracy from a tutor. However, his 
mother frequently took him with her on her visits to the 
public library. It wes during these visits that bis was 
attracted te the study of period furniture » French and 
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Italian. . naunbeee., 

Thereafter Vs spent many hours in the public. 
library .studting the charecter of furniture. Later he 
not only succeeded in getting his father to tay 211 the 
books anyone could possibly purchase on the subject of 
furniture, but he also induced his father to my many. 
pheces of early Italian making. 

Vs grew stromer. By the time he was fourteen. 
hig parents felt that he was well enough to attend. 
school. He wes sent off to join his brothers and gisters 
at the Catholic school. There he majored in Catholic 
literature and draftmanship. After school hours he 
continued hie study of antique furniture. During his 
holidays he always aucceeded in getting hie father to 
bay him an italian or French antique. 

Shortly after V. graduated fron the Cethdlic 
scheol, his father’ bought him en interest in an import 
antique furniture businesae. V. soon established within 
this business, and interior decorsting trade. 

Several years later 2 dealer from San Frencisce 
met Ve. while engeaed in buyinge Ee told V. of the 
womderful city, the romantic city and the one place 
where early Itelian and French furniture was really 
appreciated. The friendship between the two developed 
and later they corresponded, Finally V. was persuaded 
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to go to San Francisco. | 
Ve and his friend became partners in an interior 


decorating end antique furniture shop. Their business 
thrived until 1932. Six months later the partner gold 


his iaterest te V. Very soon after that V. was forced 
to give up bie lerge and pretentious business quarters. 


He now rents space with in an older established shop of — 
the same character of his own. He stated that if it 


were not for the occasional assistance of nis father 
he would have been forced to cive up his business 


long ages V.'s cultural views sre bottled within 


yesterdays. His pelitieal views are somewhat confused, 
however, he hea a vague admiration for Muesolint. 
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ITALIAN 
Beppo spent the early part of his life in Milan, Italy, 


the place of his birth, His father was a farmer. There were 
eleven children in the family and he came some where in the 
middle. He worked for five years as a tailors apprentice, 
learning the trade but receiving no salary, 

He received letters from fritnds of his who had come to 
the United States extolling the wonders of the new land. As 
he approached eighteen, the age of compulsory military train- 
ing, he finally convinced himself that he should come to the 
United States. He is not sure which was the stronger: the 
lure of the new lend, or the escape from military service, 

Beppo worked his way to England and then worked his 
way across on a tramp steamer, finally landing in New York, 
Being a competent workman he found work at his trade immediat- 
ly. His first weekly salary was five dollars. He recalls ib 
as the greatest event in his life, Figured in Italian coinage 
this was about equal to six months journeynan's Salary. Not 
being use to the close confinment of the New York sweat shops 
he left and started to travel. His next steady job was in 
Denver, Colorado, where he still followed the talloring trade, 
His salary prior to 1914 fan from twenty-five to forty dollars 
weekly. This allowed him a good living and he was able to 
help financially mana younger brothers and sisters in the old 
country. The severe climate of the Rockies ani the prospects 
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of a sunny Califomia, like his own native Italy, decided 


him to move to California, He first got a job in the 
lumber camps about Eureka. 
After a short stay he moved to San Francisco and re- 
turned to his own trade, He made it his permanent home, 
married, and started a small tailoring establishment in 
the Italien district. He dia weil and was able to make 
two trips to italy. | 


Beppo is a naturalized American citizen and very proud 


of his citizenship. He is now retired and living on the 
income of a vineyard that he purchased some years ago. 
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ITALIAN 


J. B. was Mery Oss Venice, in 1901. His parents were 
very poor, life was hard on his father's little farm, where 
he worked until seventeen years old. There are; in J. Boils 
case, additions to the usual motives, of adventure and for- 
tune seeking, which led him to quit his homeland. He felt 
an acute resentment against the ruling gentry to whom he 
had to pay homage. He relates, that when he met one of the 
nobles, he had to doff his hat and bow to the earth. He 
had to feign immense gratitude, when tossed a penny. This 
and the like was beyond his endurance, so at the end of 
the war, he came to this country. 

With little money he proceeded directly from New York 
to Oregon, where friends had arranged employment for him 
in a lumber camp. He worked there seven years, piling green 
lumber. At the end of that time he Came to San Francisco, 
where, with his small savings he opened an Italian restau-~ 
rant, in partnership with two others. His business fortune 
has since been most favorable, and he now has but one part- 
ner ina larger restanrant. He hag been married since the 


age of twenty seven, and has a girl of three years of age. 
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ITALIAN 


About a year and a half ago Mr. B. decided to cross the 
Atlantic and see for himself what the great Americans were 
like. A good humored, laughing and witty young man, tall, 
slender, and about twenty-four characterizes Mr. B. 

Mr. B's family have been residents for many generations 
of Florence, Italy. His father han "un piccolo negozlio." 

a combination of drygoods, notions, and groceries, from which 
they earn enough to live on, not in luxury but "con bustate 
confortot." His other immediate relatives are scattered in 
various professions--farmers, professor, government job, and | 
laborers--the range of social importance varies greatly, he 
says, but that is the way it goes when some are very am- 
bitious and others extremely lazy. He loves his home life . 

because there isn't much to do except help occasionally in the | 
store and to keep up the small vegetable garden in the back. | 
His sister is married and has a home of her own; his one | 
‘brother is about five years younger and another only twelve; 
so his set of friends is entirely different and so Mr. B | 
spends his lesiure time his own way. He is anbitious, a 

hard worker and very interested in politics. One of his 

unclew is helping to finance him in the United States. 

Mr. Bts circle of friends in Italy were nearly all 
university students, extremely active in the hazing and 


initiation of new entrants and, according to Mr. B, our 
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method is quite simple and easy in comparison with theirs. 


They delighted in tormenting the students to the extreme-- 
they were made to actuglly fight, be ducked, exhibited 
through the town half naked, and then in their own privacy 
he would not relate what happened. This group was filled 
with just as much "deviltry" when in the "piazz". When 
they lured the young girls away from the strict, and for 

the moment straying, parent chaperonage, they just wanted to 
find out how foolish some of the girls could be--just a 
fiery, passionate group of young bachelors testing their own 
and the foolishness of the world. Even in a land where wine 
is abundant and an every day occurence, the urge comes to 
celebrate by drinking, and the results would be boisterous 
singing and often brawls breaking up the social gathering. 
The political discussions and arguments were just as inter- 
esting ‘na heated. 

- The first tuinkdsthat Mr. B. noticed in the United States 
was the great lack of political interest and enthusiasm in 
the young people. He says it really does not bother them who 
the next president or governor will be, let the laws by 
passed or not, why should they be bothered. Such an attitude 
Mr. Be cen't at all understand. The easy-going and matter- 
of-fact way of living of the American was quite impressive to 
tim. Even in the universities he found that the great ed- 


ucational plen invariable led to money, position, a 
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comfortable living. Mr. B. calls us a non-chalant peop le 


and he is very sepious. He thinks he likes us more and 
more even though our university seems quite high-schoolish 
to him; the students don't appear any too eager to learn 
as he observed, or rather concluded, from the fact that the 
professors always tell them exactly what should be done. 

As a spectator Mr. B. finds many amusing incidents in 
the American life--the parties we term "wild," the fact that 
the American girl considers herself the equal of her escort; 
the quantity of "necking and petting" and most of all this 
system of "frats," and sororities and its apparent snobbish 
characteristics. 

Mr. B. says he would like to make his home in this 
country as he likes the franimess of the American cheracter, 
but since his ambitions are political he stands a better 
chance in his own land. His memories however of the Americans 
and their country shall always be cherished. He knows that 
his life in Italy will be much more exciting and tirilling, 


due to the Italian quick and emotional nature. 
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werby in pinteen hundred ‘tne senior poeel recieves a 


—levter: rrom his olaest prother in oan ¥runcisvo saying tnat BR, 
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“He was getting ole ne woulu glealy tase one ou oeky nephews By te 
his own, @auvave him anu & nis death leave nim ‘nis money, in ip 
return zor tue pleasure o1 companionehip. aie 

ror a time it lookea ae though tne oluest son woula 
reciev tne trip to america out Manuel veggea Long and herd and 
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at last his father douptfully gave his consent. aes a pie 

manuel aiscoverea nis une.e€ to ve a. angry vantank 
erous inuilviuual who domandeu eons tant attention anu who eproxed 
no arguments, 1u€ voy veing youn, ana with a mina oz his own 
qQuarreled bitterly with the ola man. via Bocci wes miserly éna 
uemanded an account o1 every cent “anuei spent. manuel witavan ty 
eye for @ pretty girl was always peniless spending his allowence 
lixé water. 

pocei angerea inrormea his nephew tnat he would no 
longer support him in idleness, He must attena school, ana forget 
the girls who 80 willingly helped him to spend his uncles money. 
Moreover 5 he said, he was here to be a companion to the ola man ' 
ana it was precious little vlu Bocci ever saw or him except when 


he came uo ask for money. 


manuel was duly enrolleu in a tailor shop ownea by 


& cl§@pe friend of his uncle. There ne was to serve his apprentive 


whip. seing oi a cheerzrul daisposision Manuel workeu wiun a wili 
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enu uiviued hin time petween une Bnop anu the home o1 2 very prevty 
Portugese eirk, 
in ninteen seventeen manuel enlisteu in the army and sailed 
aor over seas. in Frunce he met his satiner visiting a cousin sho 
divea there, se resusea to listen to his satnerss pleas to return to 
nis howe at the end of the war, ueclairing that he was engazea to vu 
married and promising to return to his home tor a visit with his 
wriae, 
At wnue end or the war Manuel iounu himselia witn the Army 
Or Ovcupation on the Rhine anu ninteen twenty r:ounu him returning 
to San Francisco. He marrieu Manel anu voing vacx to his olu work 
hesettiea down slowly to his olu lise. 
nis unvie aiea anu manuel was lert witn the entire estate 
which haa however dwinuleu away until there was only rirteen 
thousand dollars left . this “anuel invested in stocks keeping 
enough to but a modest home with. Ignorance of the market and 
an avid desire to see his money double resulted in the loss of 
every cent he had invested and left him with only his original 
Savings to fall back on,in case of necissaty. 
| Mabel meantime was attending a buisness college and 
as women were rapidly taking thier -lace in the buisness world 
she secured @ position as private secratary to the manager of a 
piospering jerelry house. Her earnings together with “anuels 
enabled them to live comfortablly and steadilly thier bank ballance 
erew. 
Manuel noticed his wife becoming thin and worn . Long 
hours at work and late hours at night when she had to care for 
her home were begining to tell on her. Put with the thought that 


at the end of the year~he would let her Stop working he put her 


condition from his mind.The end of the year came and Mabel cheered 
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by the hoidays approaching looked brighter gud better than she had 
ofr some time. Manuel decided she could work for another year.There 
was no sense in losing the money she was able to earn as long as 
she was not actually ill, he reasoned. | 

Repcatnton hit America in twenty nine and Mabel found 
herself out of work. Thankfull for a rest she relaxed for the first 
time in years, Manuel now a first class tailor found his working 
homars considerably different and his pay check very much smaller 
tan it had been and Dean urging that Mabel look for work again to 
help with the house hold expenses. 

Many hours of standing in line at agencys and a negiecte 
cold weakened his wife and Manuel became a widower in October of 
Thirty one. His calm easily regulated life was gone. He must cook 
his own meals now or eat in restuarants. The house no longer had 
a tidy look about it. He began looking around for a likely wife. 

Pearl Bates an American girl of thirty five was his 
second choice. “e anticipated great happiness with her. After all 
he was no longer young and a restfull life with good food and a 
pleasant companion, a good hard working wife was ail that was left 
to him. 

Pearl did not prove as tractable as Mabel however. She 
would not wash or iron, Sewing hurt her fingers,and her food was 
expensive if badly cooked. She wanted a car, clothes money to spend 
and entertain with. Manuels savings were going rapidly. At his 


suggestion that she find some work to do, Pearl laughed. She had 


never worked before and she wasnt going to start now. 


Manuel was beiging to fully appreciate Mabel and her 
tirelessness. “e had no control over his second wife. She bought 
luxurys and sent the bills to him, Buisness was no better, _@ 
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Sub ject--Italian. A.A. Andersen-~_ 
San Francisco--1895 to date. 698 Bush Street. 


Wig hoe = 


Just an old pair of slinners--.Their counters stepped down 
byhard wear--.Heels had long since given uv grace for extra mileage as 
their owner had raced about numberless domestic tasks. Once they had 
been blue,of some satiny material. Today it required vision and imagin- 
ation:.to bring back that far distant past. 


From under a chaise longue, where they had been discarded 


for fashionable pumns,nastily to do honor to the unexpected guest, the 
old comfies peered forth in obstinate challenge. And somehow they reas- 
sured the visitor.They told him with e!oquence that here indeed must lie 
a real story. 

The dark eyed wesrer of the pumps,an Italian matron of per- 
haps 65 years,looked at the old slippers and apologized." I must throw 
those old shoes out,” she volunteered."They are always bobbing un to 
embarass me when company comes. I don't know why I have them around,ex- 
cept that pana bought them for me in Italy on our wedding trip and 


they followed us to America. We are now rich and I should not have any 
such terrible shoe» around. They are positively disreputable ." 

Mrs Gondolfo then picked up the old slinvers caressingly and 
put them away carefully in a closet. Once again they had escaped the ash 
can. Perhaps the old slippers chuckled to themselves as they grimaced at 
the old pink kimona hanging nearby, also often threatened with the dis- 
card.'"Times and things change)sighed the slivnvers. 

| "Ah,you know,those old things carry me back,"reminisced Mrs. 
Gondolfo."It is now more than forty years ago .We were on our honeymoon 
trip .Papa bought those slippers for me in Rome,and they were the finest 
I had ever seen.They were so pretty I did not wear them at first excent 


occasionally ,for nice, 


"t 
We had been married in our home town of Messina in Sicily 


Papa was a very pretty boy and we were very much in love with each other 
He was then master of his 


own schooner in the Mediterranean: Sea trade.He 
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kept very busy and made nice profits so we prospered greatly.He has 


always been one to make a good living. 

“Ah what fine times we had in those days and what grand 
and interesting visitors. Pana brought them home from all over the 
world, and I can tell you there were adventurers with stories to tell. 
Merchants too and brave soldiers and sailors. But most interesting of 
all were those who came from across the Atlantic. | 

Lit ae 2 any wonder’ then that as papa sallied un and down 
from Gibraltar in his little ship and on his own little blue ocean,he 
dreamed more and more about the greater ocean just outside the straits 
and the lands that lay beyond? It was not long before he was smitten 


by the America fever’. He got it bad. And it didn't take much argu- 
ment before I got it too. It was a very infectious fever. So we sold 
our little ship and all of our belongings. We sailed for New York in 
Aprii, 1895. 

"New York amazed us. With its size and wonderful Sights 


and millions of people,it was wonderful. We both went to school again, 


to study Englisn at night Schooi, ana papa get a jeb with tne street 
car cumpany-We haa a littie cottage witn a garden and we lived there 
happily for three years 

‘ There was put one drawback . We never could accustom 
ourselves to the coid winters. It was not like Sicily. But we had read 
that there were many kinds of climate in this great new land of ours 


and especially had we heard 4 lot about California and San Francisco. 


Advertising matter sent us by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce 


persuaded us to make a trip to this city. We never went back. we jiove 


San Francisco,its climate »speople and glorious waterfront. And San Fran- 
cisco has been kind to us.We are grateful for €ll the good things this 
country has done for us and other Italians who have become citizens here. 


Times have been hara in Italy.Who knows what might have thecome of us 


there ? She war took a heavy toll from the happy 


Italian people 
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coe 
Mr. and Mrs. doe Gondolfo again settled:in a little cottage 


ag soon as they decided to make San Francisco their home. Joe went in- 


to the commission business,dealing in fruits and vegetables down on 
once more things went well wit» 


Glay street near the Ferry building and 
him. It was not long after the earthquake. There was plenty of money 
in circulation. The reconstruction boom was in full swing. 

So Joe Gondolfo put his savings into real estate. He bought 
and reconstructed several ruined homes. He bought a site where later he 
planned to erect an apartment house. Housing was in good demand yet 
building sites were reasonable . He looked ahead with conficence in the 
future greatness of San Francisco at a time when many predicted the 
city would never completely recover from its appalling disaster. 

Came the automobile and Joe purchased one of the first 
motor trucks seen in commission row. He saw promise in the automobile 
business and invested carefully in motor stocks. He rode for the rise 
and profits accumulated so fast that it was but a few years before his 
apartment house was erected and paid for. 

Now Papa Gondolfo ( his family has always called him pana) 
found himself in the nosition he had always pictured for himself in 
Sicily . He was a landlord. And Mama Gondolfo found herself sunnenly 
charged with the rental and management of 36 apartments in addition to 
her ordinary family cares . And there were two little Gondolfos by 
this time-- smart youngsters who were going to get what their parents 
had never had, a chance in American public schools, freedom, education 
and a chance in the greatest country in the world . Now that was 
something worth working for. 

Today papa and mama are still honeymooning,says Mrs. Gondol- 
fo. America for them has been one constant procession of ambitions, en- 
deavors,accomplishments and realization. The boys grew rapidly. Joe 
bought a family automobile and between tinkering with this and the 
vegetable truck,visioned a promising future in the repair and service 


be business . So he bought a garage and soon establisheé one of the first 


ee — a 
Ge 


Great commercial garages in San Francisco . He sold the commission bus- 
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iness and devoted himself to the garage which he still maintains to 


this day. 
When the depression overtook America and the government 


found itself har? pressed to relieve hunger and suffering throughout 


the land,the family of Gondolfo found itself free from financial wor- 
ries. There were of course declines in income,but these mostly were in- 
consequential. Joe Gondolfo had builded well and his affairs were not 


liable to upsets by panics or the capriceées of moucy lenders. 


Jack and Sammy, the two husky youngsters of the fruit and 


- vegetable days , are now grown men. Both have had every educational ad- 


vantage,Jack being a Harvard graduate in law ana Sammy comnleted his 
medical studies at Johns Hopkins. The former is now a great San Fran- 
cisco lawyer. Sam is a specialist in certain diseases an? a good one. 
With the aepression,the former Sicilian sea captain saw 
Opportunity to repay some of his obligations to the land of his adopt- 
ion. Of evenings about the Gondolfo fireside,the Gondolfo ‘brain trust ‘ 
consisting of mama and nana and the boys,went into action and many 
checks for relief and assistance to those less fortunate were ratified 


at these family counsels . For the Gondolfo affairs were now a family 


partnershi§, 


Not least in these services were the two boys. Jack gave 
up ee entire time and practice to the service of the Zovernment.He 
pledge’ himself to President Roosevelt and was immediately assigned to 
service in organization work. Sammy took over a great clinic where his 


skilled medical ana Surgical talents have been devoted night and day to 


Giving free relief to unfortunates who lack means to pay for services in 


this nationwide distress. 


Today the voice of Jack Gondolfo is familiar to most of 


us. Hig eloquence over the air has appealed to the people of San Fran- 


cisco and the entire state of California to Support the N.R.A He has 


plead for the life of the Blue Bagle. He has helped create ana urged 


support for the various codes for industry. His voice is heard in the 
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halls of the state capitol at Sacramento and he has campaigned the 


state for better government~-a government closer to the neonle. 


Mrs .Gondolfo often visits the nospitals,especially the one 
where Sammy is ministering to the suffering anu penniless, and she 
brings home to the fireside gathering , now cut down to the two old 
folks, the praise and gratitude of a city and state for her boy. 

Then Papa Gondoadfo gets out his pipe and from the closet 
emerge mama's old blue slippers,with the kimono=-unashamed. And as 
Papa turns on his radio he hears the voice of a Sicilian sea Captain -= 
but no,it is not a sea captain. It is his own voice,rejuvenated and 
Joyous in his son, entreating millions of wonderful American people 


to back the president,support the N.R.A. and reject greed and avarice 


in this his country,where all men are born free and equal. 


Tears come to the old folks' eyes. 
f : > ; 
America Fever'. 
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ITALIAN 


This man was born in a crowded and poor section 
of Naples, in 1894, He was one of eleven children, 
His father earned a very meager liveing peddling meat, ‘ 
and the family rarely had enought to eat, except for 
bad meat. 

In 1910 he emigrated to America to try to find an 
opportunity to better himself. He went to New York 
City, where he lived in a crowded Italian Section 
with his Aunt and Uncle. He worked at his Uncle"s 
grocery store for four years, learning to speek Snglish 
meanwhile, and then secured a position in a larger store 
where he worked six years. 

At the age of nineteen he married an Italian born 
girl and has six children, at present. He dowsn't 
care for any more because there were too many children 
in his own family. 

In 1$20 he opsned a small grocery store in New 
York City and ran it until 1924, when he sold it and 
went to Los Anveles. In Lox Angeles he worked at a 
wholesale produce market; in 1927, dissatisfied with 
conditions, he moved with his family to San Francisco 


and opened a grocery store, which he still operates. 
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+he depression and chain stores have cut down on 


See 


his profits, and he lost some money as a result of 
the depression by being unable to collect debts due 
him for groceries bought by friends and neighbors, | 
mt he has managed to save a “few thousand dollars", 

and earns enough now to support his family. 

All of his children sare sttendins school, The 
eldest a girl, is in her last yeur of high school, and 
he hopes to send her to Collese to learn to teach. 

Most of his business and social life have been 
transected with Italians and as a result he has 
encountered very little racial prejudice, although 
he dic encounter some during his residence in New 
Yorks 

His life in this country has been on s much higher 
plane economically then it was in Italy, and though 
he would like to visit italy and see the members of 
his family who have remained there, he doesn't think 
he'd like to stey there. 

He was reluctant to discuss politicsl conditions 
in Italy, other than to state that he thought very high- 
ly of Musselini, and that his relatives in ltaly wréte 
him thet Mussolini is = great man. He likes Roosevelt 
because he tries to help the poor as wellas the rich. 
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ITALIAN 


This man was born in the city of Florence, in 1894, He 
was the fourth of seven children. His father was a cobbler 
and managed to provide his family with food and shelter, but 
little else. In 1900, dissatisfied with the prospect of be- 
coming a cobbler, and seeing little opportunity to learn 
anyother trade, the subject left home wend with a small sum of 
money which he had managed secretly to accumulate by doing 
odd jobs, he managed to purchase a steerage ticket and came 
to America where he found himself alone and friendless. 

Unable to speak English, he managed ,nevertheless, to get 
a job ss stevedore as he was a lerge and well built young 
man who looked older than he was. He continued on this job 
for several years and picked up a working acquaintance with 
the English language by associ ation with his fellow 
stevedores. 


When the United States entered the war in 1917, he en- 


listed in the army, welcoming the opportunity to leave his 


job. He saw action in Europe and suffered alleg wound which 
left him with a permanent Limp. 

Unable to get a job as a stevedore when he returned to 
New York because of his physical disability, the subject 


turned to other less strenuous work, and found it in a job 


aS an assistant janitor of a warehouse. He continued at this 
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Job for a few years, and then decided to depart for other 
fields. 

He had heard about California, and in 1923, he with- 
drew his savings of a few hundred dollars and headed for 
California. During the war he had become acquainted with a 
fellow soldier from Oakland, and it was to Oakland that he 
came, and upon arrival looked up his friend and took a 
room with him and his family. 

He secured a job on the Janitor staff at the University 
of California, and after a year married the sister of his 
friend and settled down to raise a family. He is now the 
father of two boys and a girl, the eldest ten years of age. 
He firmly asserts that his children will be given every 
opportunity to secure a college education, and to that end he 
has invested in a modest endowment policy for each of them. 

During a two week furlough before his return to America, 
he visited Italy and what he saw there convinced him that the 
United States was the place for hin. Living conditions here 
are much superior than they were in Italy at that tine, he 
says, and he is glad that he lives here, 

He believes that the depression has past its worst 
phase and expects a gradual recovery during the next few years. 
Although he admits that he doesn't know enough to pass judg- 
ment on the’ policies and acts of the present administration, 
he says that the relief system has kept many people he knows 
from going databace food and shelter, and believes that it has 
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ITALIAN 


This man was born ons small farm in a hilly section of 
Sicily. He was one of nine children and although his parents 
managed to provide sufficient food, clothing and shelter for 
all of the children, he never enjoyed the rural lifejand when 
he reached the age of sixteen he left home and travelled 
through most of Italy as a handy boy in a small carnival troupe. 
At the age of twenty, he left this troupe and secured a job 
&S @ stage hand in a theatre in Neples. He stayed at this job 
for one year, and then joined the Italian Army. 

He served as a private for two years until the end of the 
war, and then came back to Naples to find that the theatre and 
his job no longer existed. Uneble to find other employment, and 
unwilling to become a soldier agein, he decided to leave the 
country. By some means he managed to raise enough money to ! 
purchase a ticket on a boat for America, and by some clever 
maneuvering gsined admission into this country. 

In New York City, he became acquainted with a group of 
enterprising young men who were experimenting with the possibilite 
ies of illicit manufacture and sale of intoxicating béverages. 
He was persuaded to cast his lot with them » and until 1925 cone 
tinued in this illegal but highly profitable business. Unlike 
most of his comrades, he managed to accumulate a small fortune 
despite several large fines imposed on him on various occasions, 


In 1925, conditions became decidedly unhealthy for him md 
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he withdrew his savings and departed hurriedly for distant 


and safer surroundings. He came to Sen Francisco, and after 
looking around for a few months, purchased a half interest in 
& thriving Italian restaurant that served a very decent brand 
of wine to favored customers. He also invested a few thous- 
and dollars in various securities and bought a home in which 
after six months he established a young American girl of 
Italian parentage as his wife. 

He settled down and became known as a solid business Ma Ne 
He now has three healthy younesters and &lthough he suffered 
a sizeable financial loss in the crash of 1929 and in the 
Bank of Italy crash, he is well to do, and owns a home and two 
eutomobiles, has a sizeable savings account, and is the solé 
owner of the restaurant and financially interested ina 
successful night club. 

He is thankful that he came to this country, and states 
that for him it certainly was the land of opportunity. 

Although he hasn't been to Italy since he left, he states 
thet he believes the American people as &@ whole maintain a 
better social and economic standard of living than do the 
people of Italy. 

He has never encountereé any racial prejudice, except 
during the eer lies years of his stay in New York when he had 


several encounters with rivals of other nationalities. 
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heads of the american and Italian governments, 


interested in national or international politics. 


He refused to express any definite opinions about the 


as he is not 
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ITALIAN 


"Born in 1907 at our farm located twenty miles from 
Venice, italy. There was three boys and one girl in our 
family we all worked on the farm es youngsters ranging 
from five years old and up. Omr work was such as regular 
farming. My parents and their parents worked the same 
farm. We were taken when boys twice a year on holidays to 
Venice which was wy moat was my most happiest time at home. 
We had @ hineteen room house where we 6ll lived including 
our relations thirty-five people in all I do not care tv 
teil how we lived there but we managed to get slong and hed 
some good times." 

When I was eleven years old,we were 11 put under guard 

by the Austrian police on account of war and could do nothing , 
just like prison. During this time we suffered very much and 
I don't want any more of that. In 1923 I came to this country 
where I have been ever since and em very Blad to be here. I 
might go back for a visit some time I cun get enough money, 
I am single and have been working in restaurants ginee I 
came here, I am now tending bar where I cot a.good job. Yes 
my parents are living so are my brothers and sisters. I am 
strong, in good health and can do most any Kind of work as I am 


used to itbut I like my job better now." 
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ITALIAN 


this perty was born in the Frevinee of Basilicata, 
Southern Italy, June sisteen, 1877. : 

He was the youngest of a family of four; three 
Girls and a boy. At the time of his birth, and boy 
hood, his family were in very poor circumstances. Lhey 
had a home and three acres of ground, which to them was 
a ranch. They were able to raise a few things for 
their own use, the father earning what little money 
_ they had, by ofd@ laboring jobs that he was able to 
find. Pe 

As a boy and aa he grew into young manhood, had 
little or no educational advantacesas, as at that tine 
they had no public school for him to attend, and euld 
speak little or no English. 

At the age of nineteen, married one of the cirlg. 
in his home town. Says he was kept busy working at 
different jobs, sll hafa@ work, end small wages, but 
as living was cheap, he was able to save a little money. 
Sy thie time, three years after being married, he was 
the father of two children, ea boy and a girl, 

It was about this time he Says, that he got the 
fever to go to America. So with what money he had 
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ond not sive me details about her ace like so many 
fe lish people, 


whe think altemether too much shevt ages But wh 


% <2 wevld ask her ,hew old? she 
| bas 7 


= “TRI Te eae 


wovid en niv reply, ~plenty | yeung~- 
. plenty youns,-. 


The first work she did was ecokine and cen 


"i neral hous sework 
this she continued to do even after she 


was married and until 


just before her ehild was born,she said her husband made se 
dittle,but I could see she had the craze they all get in this 


country for money» This has been her cheif interest in life she 


weuld de anything ra Set it and dees not knew how to enjey it 


when she has it. 


She was never Satisfied with what her hugh 


band made ,se she 
sent her little firl te scheol as secon as she could te he rid 


ef the care of her,then she got a place selling in a@ small bake 


shov in Santas Cruz where they lived.She continved in this work 


fer quite a jong time,in the mean time she get rid of hushand noe 


ene,another American habbit. 


She get te know al] the salesmen who came to the bakery 


\ 
yt quite pat eerste, t did not enquire just what she meant by that, 


: but used mv jmarination.Then came the time when the owner of 
ia the shop wanted to sell out she had worked very hard for her 


weekly wage,and she had her davehter whe was erewine vp and 


wanting the things which other children in different circum- 
stances had,and Cellin# haa acquired another American habit 
which if she had been in her evn coun 


try she weuld not have had 
te do,she indulged this already teo 


Speiled child, te keep her 


— auiet and out of the way,this had cest her quite a bit ana now 
_ 


mith the. thought 6f losing her 


| 


Job she did net know just what 


o she turned to the rely , where nae s€ would she turn, = ef 


advised her to buy the business ere her employer and, 
e as she knew all RR trade, they would he 
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Now she had averythine to do,the baking and all;she feund 


that one reasen her employer was selling ovt,was that the ovens 


oe 7 
were in very bad shape and it would cost a great deal to replace 


o be done,and she, teok care of it | 


‘all of then,this however had t+ 


IT believe she said on slow payment, 1 know she aopreves of this . 


method at anv rate ,she certainly does when it comes to pavins ® | 


the people whom she emploves in her present Yestaurant business 


rae The waitress once told me ,that she had to ficht with this 


woam every week to get her pay, and then she never wants to nay 


all eof it ,and she pavs next +o nothing anvway,-she had a big 
N.R.A. sign in her window,and I asked her what that. meant,axhe 


said in her broken english, that it was very bad for employer 


she had it there for business reasons,and it meant nothing more 


than this to here 


Her davehter was now nearly grown vp,and used te help in 


the store ,she married some time between now and then,! did 
not enquire when,but she seems to have as Little te do with this 


wo an ,who all her life had had as little to de with her as sie 


could. And sometime between now and then Cellini aquired husbam J 


ne two,anether American hawit,whi ch probably would not have hap 


pened in her own land. 
She finnally sold the bakery business arta now ovns a house } 
in San Francisco, where she rents rooms,and then she gets most - 
of her heln for her restaurant which she now runs,from amonest 
her reomers- I believe that girl who waited an the table told 
> >is that she onlv got fifty cents a week and her maels, because 
“4! she and her husband hod come here from Colorado and he could mb a 
“ not get work and so this was one way she got her room rent- 

ed Cellini is a very erratic ,hich strune,extremly bad temper 
-ed,deeeitful sort of person,and no one ceuld ever reason with & 
her,she had an old Italian man doine the cocking for her when 1 
last I ate there,and his cooking is really very good,but Cell iri | 

with him, because she heard one ef the custo F; 


flew inte a temper 
rs aay that something was very good ,they always liked whatew 


yas they had ,cooked in putter,and then Cellini started at hi 
t me wovid ruin her with hip extravqgarice,they fought til 
sir was blue,I did not know whether to stay ot go while 
od, but he kept away from the stove and frying 
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pans and went up front near the cash register ard the door,after 


some little time of talking ho herself,she calmet. down,and to @ 


ovr surprise the old man who was over seventy,went up behind tre 


counter fell on his knees and burst inte the most pleading love 
song,"as I remember it was from’Sampson and Delila’" it was reg 
really verv lovely while it lasted and so unexpected,I think ew 
every one enjoved it more than if they had payed to hear it, she 
she lavghed and tried to make out she thought he was silly,I da 
doubt very much ,but what she wanted ace. such a scene and some 
thing for hothings to bring trade would appeal to her more thanal 


ail else. 


He not only could cock but he could sing,it was a verv 
well trained voice,full and rich and well rounded out,some of 
his notes were glorious,J said,-yeu have a voice,what are you 


doing here?-He said oh’ madathoselle,-1I used to have a voice, of 
course I sang in erand opera for years,bvt now I am an old man, 
past seventy,I can sing no more, 

Semehow I thoueht of my fathers horses,after they nad given 
the bast they had to give,they were put evt on a farm fer the re 
rest of their lives and cared for well,they covlé rest and roam 
the pastvres and run and snort in the fresh air,and when I was 

a child it was a delight te drive +o Todmorden Parms and see 


dear old Mack.which I had driven behind sirce the day I was bom 
mmtil I was elenteen, and we alwavs fed him apples,he new'us tos 


If summer cemes Iuthoveht,winter if sure to follow,and eva 
the Vreda,my fathers yatch was taken into drv-deck and carefully 
Gearded in to vrotect her from the winters ice and snow» 


Cellini's husband no tvo,went back to Italy some time back 
+o see his father she said first,thdn later in the wonversation 
she said on business,and he cannot get back here,I asked her why 
she wovld not rather co back there to live ,oh'’ no she said,I 
wont do that,I have spent my life here an‘i went back twelve 

years ago to see mv methsr for a little while,it was alriceht fe 

for a little while but then she wanted to come back, Cellini has 
it inet ped in mind to make manev,make money,thats all she can 
think ef. 


She will sit at the counter and let the old man ccok up tk 
the best in the place for herand have all the things en the mem 
with the best steak in the house and wine,-she eats like a pis, a 
you can hear her cll over the place and she even gets her ears 
messy,rut she always keeps her eyes on the cash regester,no one 
could get out without payine for the nickles worth eof coffee he 
had.Her eyesight is net good,she has bad looking teeth and she 
is greasy leoking + I have not eateh there ever since I saw her 
saving meat and salad and things off pecples plates,1I had meant 
te report her to the beard of health,but it slipped mv mind at 
the time. I tink she wovld like to sell the dvsine. 8s now,yvou 
never see any one in there,she is now past middle are, but her 
ambition is the same as it has always been shé knews nothing be 
better than to werk and fight, 
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Frank Kern (1) 


Lg ut 


2. 
Mr. XX. was born in 1890 in Cortona, a small town in the 


Central Mountainous part of Toscana, Italy. He lived there 
with his mother and father who were in the Cafe business. 
When he was six years old his mother and father decided to 
take a trip to America, to visit reations they had in 

Santa Rosa, California. ‘Thier journey from italy to their 
final destination, Santa Rosa, was a very exciting one for 
him, even at the age of six, Everything here was new to him 
and both he and his parents were very much impressed. at 
Santa Rosa he entered an American school and was there for 
one year when his parents decided to return to italy. Back 
in their home town his parents again hook over their Cafe 
business and he entered Italian school. He was in school nine 
years there when his parents, after thinking it over care- 
fully, and realizing the better living conditions, wages 

and such in America, sold their Cafe and retmumed. sHe was 
now sixteen years old and his second trip to America. ‘This 
time the trip was not only exciting, but very interesting 

to him, as he was ohder and could appreciate all the sights 
and things he saw. ‘they came to Santa Rosa again, and this 
time obtained jo¥s on a ranch where he was chore boy. He 
returned to American school again in Santa Rosa and was there 
a year, when he went to San Francisco. ‘there he got a tem- 


porary job as a cement worker, as this was just after the fire. 


s ) ms : Se Hem PF ae 
eit of swolt [have 6, eketrod.. md over i trod Beer ak bail 


avomtisd nisl, Laxteed « 


IEEE 


, SRO. 


~“ 


ALY 0OkS YIST & Sow, soon atest ,nolientiiceah Dante) 


ay Bia gwost paos tredt x 


: a 7 

q f { me 5 i Ae a Ab de es ‘ - * . 

tt ‘ nd ih ioei Led t ‘eas cf O6te sserccterd 

; 
‘ ( * ' 7 - ¥ mm " f ok “er 
« ( [ 09 £ ,2-09%H0 Si nedw etend etesy 
. 

{ Sl ed aia , } tf me Pek Teen tt el pelt eh ee hm t me Ne wo : 
R 0 a4 ; m 6 » Ree FS i WAS § a oe ee » vax OO Re? dak 4 ai i aS bi Le @ 2 Wilde " ¥ Ltt va Wy 


oo wy 7 . P P . hae a i -o 4 e ‘ 
; ts ; mady Mm OF C2UNE DOLOOD DSS Teodo Baw bf Bae , eto ow’; 


ee er i ee See bs in b ‘ deve “is - f + Pity) 
SiG) OF ,Ciers o@o7 oefoel of eee yedu .Wee of eackis fae 
= Lae AS 
ei YOO STORS Rew of Chey donet w mé Béor eae wage ott 


ait. at ial Seay i , — (ae oe Z . x: : 
NS 80d, aap Die epok whiws ii-mlese Loodpe gadiae mils Ls ot Bost on 


me hE a POR C8, S19" oslonett 1e@ of snsy a ed a0, i 


, 7 irs f ia 


- 


Frank Kern | (2) 


He worked at that for a time and then entered the Physicdan 
and Surgeons College where he studied to be a pharmacist. He 
worked at odd jobs to pay his wag through college and then 
got a job as an apprentice in the kossi Drug Store. ivhen 
his education was completed he continued working for¢ the 
Same place and was there a number of years. In this time he 
married and had a child. In the meantime his parents had 
secured a ranch in Petaluma and thinking he would like this 
work he invested in it and took his wife and ehild to live 
there. ‘his did not turn out to be a success so he returned 
to San Francisco. Back there he went to work for the Morretti 
Pharmacy. He worked there two years and then put up a store 


of his owm. He has had this store for six years now and is 


doing well. 
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